Alimentary lymphomas in the horse.
A series of 9 cases of primary diffuse alimentary lymphoma of the equine small intestine is described. Clinically, the principal effects were attributable to malabsorption and disordered alimentary function and several cases had severe anaemia; in four this was of the haemolytic type. Hypoalbuminaemia and elevated gamma globulin levels were often present. The neoplasms were confined mainly to the small intestine and mesenteric lymph nodes, sometimes with some involvement of other lymph nodes as well. The large bowel was affected in one horse, but none of the cases showed detectable invasion of parenchymatous organs. Evidence is presented that some of these lymphomas were of follicle centre cell origin and it is suggested that they had probably arisen from B lymphocytes in gut-associated lymphoid tissue.